Dr. Jasmine Mitchell
Office Hours: 1204 Boylan M 2:15-3:15; W 2:15-4:15 or by appointment
E-mail: jasmine.mitchell@brooklyn.cuny.edu


Latin America
This is an introductory course exploring intersecting histories, ideas, and social, political and cultural structures in Latin America. We will focus on the workings of Latin American cultures as shaped by race, ethnicity, class, gender, sexuality, place, and religion. Throughout this course we will ask: Where is Latin America and what is Latin America? Over the semester, we will ask critical questions of a wide variety of materials: essays, television, poems, photographs, films, music, visual art, historical documents and legal texts. Students will be exposed to and experiment with a wide range of current interdisciplinary theoretical and methodological approaches with particular attention to research approaches to the study of race, ethnicity, gender, sexuality and other categories of difference.

CLASS PARTICIPATION (20 pts) Students must attend all lectures and participate in class discussion. This requires that students read and/or view the assigned material ahead of time and come to class with reactions, comments, questions, etc. 

Written, audio, or visual responses (15 point each) -A total of 3 responses each worth 15 points each.

Class sharing-introduction, questions, and material preparation-10 points

Final Project and Reflection (25 pts) 

Academic Integrity 
The faculty and administration of Brooklyn College support an environment free from cheating and plagiarism. Each student is responsible for being aware of what constitutes cheating and plagiarism and for avoiding both. The complete text of the CUNY Academic Integrity Policy and the Brooklyn College procedure for policy implementation can be found at www.brooklyn.cuny.edu/bc/policies. If a faculty member suspects a violation of academic integrity and, upon investigation, confirms that violation, or if the student admits the violation, the faculty member MUST report the violation. Students should be aware that faculty may use plagiarism detection software. 
 
Student Disability Services
In order to receive disability-related academic accommodations students must first be registered with the Center for Student Disability Services (CSDS). Students who have a documented disability or suspect they may have a disability (physical or mental condition which substantially limits one or more major life activity) are invited to call the Center at (718) 951-5538 or visit us in 138 Roosevelt Hall. If you have already registered with the CSDS and submitted necessary forms, you will receive your course accommodation letter to provide to your professor and these specific accommodations can be discussed when appropriate. 

What is the Category “Latin America” 
August 28 Introduction 
Ideas of Latin America: Where and What is Latin America
	-September 2 No classes
-September 4: -Tom Holloway, "Latin America: What's in a Name?" in A Companion to Latin American History (Waltham, MA: Wiley/Blackwell, 2008)
-Mapping-Explore Indigenous Map of Mexico and Central America https://asu.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=aafcc14d856043db9d836178caaa7c3a
https://www.loc.gov/exhibits/1492/index.html

History, Memory, and Entanglements of 1492 
-September 11: Readings:
Columbus, Christopher. “A Letter Concerning Recently Discovered Islands”		
Requerimiento 
September 13: In class debate The People vs Columbus
Founding National Narratives of Colonialism and Mixture: Malinche and Paragacu
September 16 Tate, Julee. "La Malinche: The shifting legacy of a transcultural icon." The Latin Americanist 61, no. 1 (2017): 81-92.
 September 18 Discussion
September 23: Amado, Janaína. "
Mythic Origins: Caramuru and the Founding of Brazil." Hispanic American Historical Review 80, no. 4 (2000): 783-811.


Concepts of Race and Nation
September 25: Colonial Castas Paintings http:// notevenpast.org/casta-paintings/
September 30 Discussion
October 2: No class 
October 7: Wade, P. (2008). Race in Latin America [image: Library item. Off-campus login required to access.] In A Companion to Latin American Anthropology, D. Poole (Ed.). Oxford: Blackwell Publishing, 177-192.
Marisol de la Cadena, “Reconstructing Race: Racism, Culture and Mestizaje in Latin America” in NACLA Volume 34:6 (2001); https://nacla.org/article/reconstructing-race-racism-culture-and-mestizaje-latin-america


Imagining raza in Cuba
October 14 Jose Marti, "My Race" [Mi raza], 1893,  
https://library.brown.edu/create/modernlatinamerica/chapters/chapter-4-cuba/primary-documents-w-accompanying-discussion-questions/documenet-9-my-race-from-patria-1893-jose-marti/


October 16 Blackness in Latin America film on Cuba (PBS); 

Racial Democracy and Brazil

October 21: Gilberto Freyre, “The Meeting of Races in Portuguese America,” 1956 https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/1956/02/brazilian-melting-pot-the-meeting-of-races-in-portuguese-america/640382/
October 23: Video: Brazil: A Racial Paradise? From Blackness in Latin America
Beauty
October 28:  Jarrín, Alvaro. "Towards a biopolitics of beauty: Eugenics, aesthetic hierarchies and plastic surgery in Brazil." Journal of Latin American Cultural Studies 24, no. 4 (2015): 535-552.
October 30 “Brazil’s plastic surgery obsession”, Channel 4, Unreported World https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lNt4S40RwoY
November 4   Election and Foreign Policy Research Day
Listen: Have female presidents in Latin America improved women’s lives? ttps://www.wbur.org/onpoint/2024/06/21/mexico-female-president-gender-latin-america 
On the Imperative of Transnational Solidarity: A U.S. Black Feminist Statement on the Assassination of Marielle Franco.” The Black Scholar, March 23, 2018.https://www.theblackscholar.org/on-the-imperative-of-transnational solidarity-a-u-s-black-feminist-statement-on-the-assassination-of-marielle-franco/.

Watch Erdos, Fabio, dir. 2018. Marielle and Monica. The Guardian. Uploaded January 4, 2019. Vimeo, 25:09. https://vimeo.com/309491182.Elas, Sobra. 2018. MARIELLE, 

November 6  Discussion

November 11 The U.S. Must Follow Brazil’s Lead, https://www.newsweek.com/us-must-follow-brazils-lead-opinion-1756467
Telenovelas and Identity
November 13: Read: Porto, Mauro. "Telenovelas and representations of national identity in Brazil." Media, Culture & Society 33, no. 1 (2011): 53-69.

Watch: selections of telenovelas
 

November 18: Discussion and telenovela clips


Sports
November 20: Archetti, Eduardo. 1999. “Introduction: Frameworks and Perspectives” [image: Password needed to open. Ask professor for password.] in Masculinities: Football, Polo, and Tango in Argentina. New York: Berg Publishers.

 “Why Doesn’t Argentina Have More Black Players in the World Cup” https://www.washingtonpost.com/made-by-history/2022/12/08/why-doesnt-argentina-have-more-black-players-world-cup/

November 20: Sports Research

November 25: Cleuci Oliveira,  “Is Neymar Black? Brazil and the Painful Relativity of Race.” New York Times, June 30, 2018 https://www.nytimes.com/2018/06/30/opinion/is-neymar-black-brazil-and-the-painful-relativity-of-race.html

“Brazil’s iconic soccer shirt was a symbol of Bolsonaro” https://www.npr.org/2022/11/24/1138956878/brazil-world-cup-brazilian-yellow-soccer

Film and Social Movements and Politics
December 2 Film assignments TBD
December 4 Discussion
December 9 Film TBD
December 11: Discussion
December 16 Final Reflections
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